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As with many cities in the United States and Canada,

Cleveland’s bagpipe community was influenced by Scottish
immigrants who came here to start a new life, but also
worked to keep alive the traditions of Scotland. One of the
most influential was Sandy Hain. Sandy is very well known
in this region but less known in the greater areas of the
Eastern United States Pipe Band Association and the United
States in general. This is due, in part, to him never having

a particular interest in judging or becoming involved with
pipe band associations. His passion is teaching and the
preservation of Scottish culture. As you will read in this
article, he has had a significant influence on piping in the
Ohio Valley region and beyond for more than fifty years;
the effects of which will be felt for many years to come.

Born September 27, 1928 in Leslie, Fife, Scotland, Sandy is
the eldest of nine children. His interest in bagpipes started
at the age of four after seeing a picture of his father in the
paper playing the bagpipes. Sandy’s father was a piper in
the Black Watch during WWI. Sandy’s grandfather was also
a piper. (As an aside, Sandy’s father also founded the Cupar
and District Pipe Band. His brother, Robert, was also a piper
in the 1st Battalion Black Watch and his sister Jean was Pipe
Major of the World Champion Lochgelly Ladies Pipe Band).

Sandy’s serious tuition began at the age of eight with the
Thornton Pipe Band. At the age of fourteen he enlisted in
the Black Watch Cadet Force. As Sandy tells it “All villages
had Cadet Groups. It was the best way to get a good set

of clothes!” At the age of seventeen, Sandy enlisted in the
British Army.
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Sandy enlisted in 1946 at the age of seventeen as a “five
and seven” which meant he would be enlisted as regular
army for five years with an additional seven in reserves.
His first assignment was with the 1st Battalion Black watch
under Pipe Major James Jenkinson. During this period, the
band was stationed in Germany. This included a rotation

at Spandau Prison, named after the borough where it was
situated, guarding Rudolph Hess, considered the number
three man in Hitler’s Third Reich.

The band performed at numerous folk festivals in France
and Switzerland. Among the notable members of the band
at this time was George Lumsden, who later became Pipe
Major of the Edinburgh City Police Pipe Band, and Jim
Greig, who went on to play with the Edinburgh City Police
Pipe Band then later emigrate to Canada and became Pipe
Major of the famed Clan MacFarlane Pipe Band from St
Catherine’s, Ontario. In addition to being a piper, Sandy
was also in charge of the dancing team. Sandy tells a great
story where Jim Greig was dancing on a raised stage where
the people in the rows next to the stage would soon realize
that Scots don’t wear anything under their kilt or, as Sandy
tells it, “He gave the lassies a thrill!”

In 1950, Sandy was selected for the Pipe Majors Course
at Edinburgh Castle where his instructor was Pipe Major
Willie Ross. As Sandy tells it, “It was the proudest

day of my father’s life” when he was accepted to

take “The Course.” In 1952 he was appointed Pipe

Major of the Depot Black Watch and later the 2nd
Battalion Black Watch. Much of this time, the band

was stationed in Georgetown, British Guyana.



